Seth Harwood 101A 

Assignment for Paper One: Summary/Response Paper

Length 1.5 pages, typed. (Double spaced, 12 pt font, Times New Roman.)

Rough Draft Due: Friday September 9. 
Final Draft Due: Friday September 16

Part one: Write a summary of one of the essays we have read so far. Use the following guidelines to write your summary:  

1) Actively read the essay, highlighting important ideas

2) Write the introductory statement of your summary, explaining what the original is about. This should be only one or two sentences.

3) Write an outline of the main points of the original on separate paper. Review your active reading to make sure you covered everything.

4) Now write the body of your summary, using your own words and making sure to cover all the key points.

5) Write your last part, the conclusion, in which you explain what the original author’s conclusions were. Be sure to keep your own opinions out of this part.

6) Proofread for spelling, typographical errors, and the conventions of usage. Be especially careful to compare the spellings of titles, authors, and other names and key terms with those in the original essay.

Part Two: Now respond to the essay by writing about some of the main themes you see in it. Feel free to compare these themes to those of other essays from the class and/or your own experiences (be specific and use examples) to argue whether you think the author’s main point(s) are valid or not.
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