101A Paper Topic Questions  -- Or, your first round of questions, argument generators.
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Use these questions as needed so they can be most helpful to you: consider them a prompt for a new line of questioning, use some of their parts to start you writing and thinking of your ideas, answer all parts of one and look at what you have, combine one or two to get at something new...

Remember: your main goal will be to argue a single BIG idea, your main point. You'll want to explore now and bring it back together later.

1. Are men more concerned today about their personal appearance now than years ago? Do men take more or as much time as women do to get ready and look their best? Is this time greater for men now than in years past? What kinds of measures are they taking to change their looks? Is popular culture and media to blame or do they contribute to these changes? What might be some of the other causes?

2. Why do we let the Media influence us so much, especially in the way we look at and treat certain ethnic groups? Why do the media portray the actions from one group of people, to make it look as if it’s the whole ethnic group that has caused the problems? Will we ever stop letting the media brainwash us in how we look at others? Why is the color of our skin still a big issue in our society? Does our skin color show who we really are, or who we are made to be? What examples or ideas about this have we seen in our readings? Use these to support or develop your answer. 

3) Based on your ethnic background, what are your ideas of beauty? Is it shaped by climate and cultural traditions, which include social status, group identity, and religion? What shapes these ideas? Why does society play a big role on the way we think we are supposed to look? Look to writers from our book and compare their experiences to your own. 

4) As an American, do you feel that your cultural identity is taken away when you are forced to claim Caucasian, African, Hispanic, or Asian Pacific Islander? As we are called Americans, should the census ask that we identify ourselves within these larger but generic ethnic fields? Why does society make us out to be labeled: Black, White, Other, etc? What do your book's writers have to say about this? Agree or disagree with them?

· Does today’s corporate world focus on ethnicity?  Will your race affect your hire rate?  Is it necessary to fill out the census on the application?

5) Why does society place such a high value on a person's looks, skin color, height or their style of dress? How come a person gets crucified every time he/she makes a mistake in the fashion or looks department? Beauty, physical image, race and ethnicity are all very important factors in today’s society. So much time, effort and money is spent on portraying a look. Why do we, Americans do this? Where does the idea that this is necessary come from?

6) Why does the United States focus on ethnicity?  Who is the real minority? Who is the real majority? Does it matter? Why? If we are all Americans and also not "just" Americans, how should we define our identities for a larger public (the people around us)? What limitations does any solution to this problem have? Advantages?

