Review

summary: a concise review of the important information in a text

CABIN: complete, accurate, brief, independent, neutral

Ex: In “    ,” author ________ tells/explains/shows/describes/ argues ___________________________________.

Rest of summary

response: your ideas about a text, using evidence from it to make your points/argument clear

Ex: I found this essay __________. After reading it, I felt/thought/ understood/ wondered ___________________.

Rest of response paragraphs here, each connecting directly to a portion of the text you’re writing about.

thesis: statement of your essay’s argument in one sentence

PIE Paragraphs: 

Point (topic sentence or claim; idea)

Illustration(s) (examples, quotes, statistics, evidence; facts)

Explanation (commentary on the quote, going back to your point)

Three kinds of evidence: quote (direct), paraphrase (similar length but your own words), summary (big section boiled down into your own thoughts & words)

Form of an outline


Thesis statement

A. main idea for paragraph 1

a. explanation

1 1st illustration


a explanation

2 2nd illustration


b explanation

3 transition



B main idea for 2nd paragraph

Prewriting Strategies

freewriting, brainstorming, clustering, outline, 

