Eng 101A—Harwood 

3rd Paper Assignment

Narrative Essay

Use one or more experiences from your own life to argue a point that you believe in strongly (2 ½ pages minimum, no maximum). Consider the narrative essays we have read for this class from PCW. You may use “I” but be careful not to use “you” or “we” unless you mean me (Seth Harwood) or you and me. 

Your paper should be type-written in 12 pt. font, Times New Roman with 1 inch margins on all edges. 

Keep in mind:

Use formal essay structure. Your introduction should set up a specific thesis (the idea you are arguing). Each body paragraph needs a specific topic sentence as well as support, in the form of your experiences. Close each body paragraph with a concluding sentence that wraps up the point you made in the paragraph. Also, give your paper its own title.

Your essay will be graded on the following criteria: (in order of importance)

Content: 

Does your essay argue your idea clearly and directly, responding to the question at hand (what do I believe?) and using ideas throughout the paper to organize your evidence/experience? 

Structure and Organization: 

Is your essay organized and easy to follow? Is the main idea of your essay (thesis) clear? Are your paragraphs focused and developed with clear narrative and explanation of how it connects to your points (ideas and thesis)? Is there a clear conclusion?

Language and Mechanics:

Did you proofread well? Are your words chosen thoughtfully? Are your sentences well-structured, and is the essay relatively free of error in the areas of spelling, punctuation, and grammar? 

With your final draft you must include (stapled together):

· at least one page of pre-writing. This can be a cluster map, a brainstorming list, or a full page of freewriting.

· two versions of your outline: a preliminary rough draft that you did at the start of your essay, as well as a final outline that you do later on to reconsider your structure 

· One copy of a rough draft, marked with your changes from peer editing and/or your own work with checklists and proofreading

