101A Harwood

Spring Term

High Stakes Paper #2 Assignment Sheet: Argumentative Essay

For the most part, this paper allows you to respond to one of or both of the last two chapters we’ve read in class: “Mirror, Mirror” and “Melting Pot or Salad Bowl?” Choose one of the hand-out questions to respond to and a few (one to three) of the readings we’ve done to use as support. You may use some personal evidence to support your argument, but the majority of your points should come from the reading. 

The Assignment: Write a two-page argumentative essay trying to prove a single main point (your thesis) that you will back up and support with evidence and examples from the text. This thesis should be a response to one of the hand-out paper topics.

The specifics: 
Typed

· Double-spaced

· 1.25” margins on the sides, 1” on top and bottom

· Times New Roman font, 12 point

· Name, date, name of the assignment, and title on first page

· No title pages, please

· Write no less than the specified length

· Paper-clipped or stapled

· Numbered pages

The questions: see separate sheet. You have six broad choices to choose from. You do not have to answer each question within your overall choice. These prompts are here to get you writing, to lead you to your thesis idea that you will argue in your paper. I expect you will find this topic idea by writing and writing more about what you think. Only by actively doing your prewriting and plotting out your ideas as much as possible will you come to a clear argument. You will not come to a clear argument on your first try. That’s OK. This is the time and place where you can learn that writing is rewriting to a large extent.
Freewrite, outline, brainstorm, cluster and do these over again until you get a sense about what your ideas are, what evidence you plan to use, and how they all fit best together.

The due dates: Tuesday 2/21: Your formal, typed outline is due in class. (10 points) 

Bring to class at least four pages of writing typed or handwritten to use to start creating your paper. Having four pages on Tuesday is worth 10 points toward your final paper grade. [You will probably want to start writing and typing your rough draft over the weekend as you’ll have more time (notice it is due on Thursday.)]

Thursday 2/23: Your rough draft is due. 2 pages minimum. Bring three copies to class. Having all of these at the start of class is worth 15 points. 

Reading assignment over weekend: TBA Work on your draft based on the feedback from your peers.

Final draft Due: Thursday 3/30 at the end of class. (We will have some lab time to work on it but you should do the majority of revision after your marked (by me) draft at home.)

