ESSAY CHECK LIST








              NOT

Introduction







                          YES     YET

	Does the introduction logically lead the reader to my thesis?


	
	

	Is the thesis clear and defensible?


	
	


Body

	Do the body paragraphs have clear topic sentences?


	
	

	Are the topics of the paragraphs strongly related to the thesis?


	
	

	Do the paragraphs provide strong support for the topic sentences with specific details/reasons/examples?


	
	

	Is the significance of the details/examples/reasons in the supporting sentences clear to the readers?
	
	

	Are the sentences within the paragraphs connected to each other?


	
	

	Are the paragraphs connected to the thesis?


	
	

	Are there appropriate and smooth transitions?


	
	


Conclusion

	Does the conclusion make my essay feel finished?


	
	

	Does the conclusion do more than simply restate the thesis and main points by offering solutions, suggestion action, issuing warnings, etc?


	
	


Grammar & Usage

	Is the spelling correct?


	
	

	Do all subjects & verbs and all pronouns & antecedents agree?


	
	

	Are unnecessary tense changes avoided?


	
	

	Are the sentences clear and complete?


	
	

	Are word choices precise and appropriate?
	
	

	Are slang, jargon, and clichés avoided?
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