Harwood 1A

Cause and Effect Paper Assignment

Answer one of the following questions for your third essay (three pages minimum) using the cause and effect form to argue a direct relationship between some of the facts reported in the essays we’ve been reading and a cause or effect of your own choosing. Your essay should have a strong, clear thesis and contain substantial references to at least one of the essays we have read so far for class. You will probably want to review PCW Ch. 7: Cause and Effect before going further with this assignment.

1) Some might say that the entire beef industry of the U.S. needs to be overhauled and changed to protect our environment, national health, and the humanitarian concern for animals. Construct a causal chain to argue this notion using evidence from “Power Steer” to explain the causes of this effect.

2) Everybody in the country wants cheap beef, right? Considering what you know of the beef industry from reading Michael Pollan’s essay “Power Steer,” discuss some of the effects of the low cost of beef in the U.S. As the industry has changed to make beef more affordable to consumers, what have been the other costs (effects)?

3) Using the eye-witness testimony from Hurricane Katrina survivors that we read, discuss either the possible causes of the treatment that we read about (an effect) or consider the effects of the hurricane and its mishandled relief efforts (a cause). Either way, be sure to construct your essay using sufficient evidence from the text. 

4) Consider the current state of the media and its influence on children and the family in America. Discuss the effects of the changes that Winn outlines in her essay, “TV: The Plug-In Drug.” You may use the essays we discussed in our class debate on media violence (Stone, Zimecki, and Cutler) in addition to Winn’s essay for this question.

5) Using at least two of the essays we’ve read so far this term, discuss the cause(s) and/or effect(s) of something that you see as a problem in our society today.

Keep in mind:

Use formal essay structure. Your introduction should set up a specific thesis (the idea you are arguing). Each body paragraph needs a specific topic sentence as well as support, including passages from the articles we have read. Close each body paragraph with a concluding sentence that wraps up the point you made in the paragraph. Also, give your paper its own title.

Good Luck!

Rough Draft Due:   _____10/24/05__________ Bring three copies for peer review

Final Draft Due:     ______10/31/05 (Happy Halloween!!!)

