1A: Research-based in class writing 





Harwood 

To be done in class on Monday 11/14

You will need a blue book for this project, available in the campus bookstore.
The assignment: 

Choose one of the questions below and collect research for your answer between now and next Monday. During the time of the exam, you will be allowed one sheet of paper that you may mark with notes and quotes (evidence) and prewriting for your writing. (You may use both sides.) I will collect these. 

My suggestion is that you use your sheet for: collecting the evidence that you plan to use (quotes, paraphrases, maybe a few main points), and any pre-writing that you’ll need to draw from on Monday, including making an outline of your answer.

In your answer, you will need to use sources to support your answer. You’ll also need to provide proper MLA formatted documentation of the sources you refer to and cite the quotes and evidence that you borrow (including those from any essay in our book(s)). Repeat: You will also need to use sources and citation (mandatory). 

Feel free to plan as much of your essay as you want and use prewriting strategies between now and Monday. You may wish to make an outline and include it as part of your notes page.  

***The following sources are acceptable for your research: any book, publication, or newspaper or magazine article. You may use the internet, but only sites with the following suffixes: .org, .edu, .gov. (Any site ending in .com will not be acceptable as a source, unless it is a web form of a published newspaper such as nytimes.com.) This is a quick method of making sure that all of your sources have been checked before you use them. [More on this?] ***

Your questions:

1) As Rick Moody shows for the word “Cool,” lots of words have interesting histories of meaning that span through the various generations of American culture. Choose a word you use frequently and do some research into its history. Find at least three different uses in different time periods and some stories about the origins of its meanings to create a history for your word. (Suggestions: Hella (but you’d have to go beyond hell of a…), wicked, bogus, tight…) Compare the history of your word to the history of “Cool.”

2) Write a review of a movie you have seen recently or an all-time favorite where you connect your ideas about the movie to any of the major political or cultural issues of our time. Compare this movie to at least one other work of literature so that you can substantiate it in a tradition (give it credibility) as Gopnik did for The Matrix. Then, use at least one quote from the contemporary news media to launch your point about your current issue. (Suggestions: Jarhead, Get Rich or Die Trying (joke!), Capote…) [No, seriously, anything with 50 has to be good!]

3) Laura Hillenbrand narrates the story of a horrible illness that takes over her life leading up to her writing of Seabiscuit. Compare and contrast the struggles that she went through with those of another character or newsworthy personality who you’ve read about. Discuss how their illnesses impacted or affected their creations and lives.

4) In Passover in Baghdad Tim Judah narrates some of the stories of the reality in Iraq during the current war. Do some research of your own to compile further evidence of people’s experiences over there and compile a new statement of your ideas about the war. You may use the readings for this class: Gopnik and Judah, others? to construct a discussion of what’s happening over there. You may reference Jarhead. Include at least one sources (articles from publications) from outside of our class readings in your writing.

5) In “My Lost City,” Luc Sante charts some of the major changes he’s witnessed in NYC in the time since he lived there. Compare and contrast these changes to some of the changes you’ve seen in an area that you’re familiar with. Find at least one piece of outside writing to support your observations.

Scoring:
10 points bringing your Cod book to class Monday to show you’re ready. 



15 points using and correctly citing your outside source (at least one)



See pages 717-718 in PCW for a guide to doing this



15 points: proper bibliography (works cited page) of the source(s) you’ve 

collected (see acceptable sources above)

See pages 719-735 in PCW for a guide to doing this

60 points: Your answer, its structure and organization, thought process and how well it responds to the question at hand.

Total of 100 points. This exam will be worth 2/3 of a paper grade.

