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Essay #1

Assignment: Write an essay (2 pages, minimum) exploring one of the topics below. Your essay should have a tight, clear thesis, contain substantive references to the essays we have discussed in class, and showcase your close reading and critical thinking skills. You are welcome, although not required, to use additional sources, as long as you cite them correctly. Where relevant, you should also bring in your own experience into your argument. Your essay must reflect MLA-style documentation, with the ideas and words of others cited in parenthetical references. No Works Cited or Bibliography is necessary, however, for this first paper.

[Within each topic are a series of questions to help guide you to an interesting discourse for your discussion/argument. You may answer as many of them as you find useful, and shouldn’t feel obligated to respond to them all.]

Topic #1: Respond to William James’ essay on “The Moral Equivalent of War.” Consider how his theories of the military-mind are similar and different to our current administration. How is the current War in Iraq like and unlike the examples that he uses? Do you see it giving us the moral benefits to society that he describes? What are some of the inherent benefits of war in today’s world? Given James’ stance on war and his own opinion, how might this essay (his ideas) go over today? Consider that he’s so optimistic about the possibility for reform. If we haven’t done it in 100 years, do you think it’s ever possible? What can we learn by comparing our current situation with James’ ideas from the early 20th century, on the eve of WWI? Can these ideas help us today?

Topic #2: Consider Mark Twain’s discussion of influences and Du Bois’s discussion of John’s education. Given that you’ve had a series of influences in your life up until now and are just at the start of your college career, what are some of the things that you might get out of your college experience? What are some of your fears about this? Use Du Bois’s and Twain’s essays to compare some of the situations they discuss with what you see possibly happening to you. How do you see yourself changing? How would Twain view the college experience? Will you blend the different courses you take to come up with ideas that are all yours? Is this possible? How will this effect your relationship with the place you’re from? How is your experience likely to be similar to/different from John’s? Be sure to refer to Twain and Du Bois to support your answers.

Rough Draft Due: _____________
 (bring 3 copies to class on this date)

Final Draft Due: ______________

List to check off and include with self-evaluation:

· I have included at least one draft and my peer review checklists, along with my final draft.

· I have read Tenn’s Rules of the Road and agree to follow the details outlined there.

· I understand the consequences of plagiarism, per the class syllabus, and can certify that this paper represents my own work, and that I have given credit to all of my sources.

