Paper #1

Harwood 1A 


Jason Love

	Weak

√
	Satisfactory
	Strong
	(Note: no check means “satisfactory”)

Genuine revision, substantive changes, not just editing

	√
	
	
	Ideas, insight, thinking



	√
	
	
	Organization, structure, guiding the reader



	
	
	
	Use of evidence, ideas are supported and proven



	
	
	√
	Language, sentences, wording



	
	
	√
	Mechanics: spelling, punctuation, grammar, proofreading



	
	√
	
	Overall




	Genuine revision, substantive changes, not just editing:

Minimal, unfortunately you missed peer editing. (grade docked for this)

Ideas, insight, thinking:

Fine thinking, but it hasn’t yet congealed into a sufficient level of ideas for an argument.

Organization, structure, guiding the reader:

Your paper flows, but without a clear argument, the structure’s not coherent. I can see what you’ve done, but it isn’t unified.

Use of evidence, ideas are supported and proven:

great evidence, consideration of James. Needs to be linked more to your ideas.

Language, sentences, wording:

Nice job here. Very clear.

Mechanics: spelling, punctuation, grammar, proofreading:

Few mistakes.

Overall:




Jason, Here you do a great job of writing clearly and answering many of the questions in the assignment. You also do a good job of choosing quotes to cite from the text. But not everything here serves a clear thesis, a series of ideas that are yours and create an argument. What’s missing is more of YOUR thinking and your own thoughts. 

Grade: C

Shannon Perkins

	Weak

√
	Satisfactory
	Strong
	(Note: no check means “satisfactory”)

Genuine revision, substantive changes, not just editing

	
	
	
	Ideas, insight, thinking



	√
	
	
	Organization, structure, guiding the reader



	
	
	
	Use of evidence, ideas are supported and proven



	√
	
	
	Language, sentences, wording



	√
	
	
	Mechanics: spelling, punctuation, grammar, proofreading



	
	
	
	Overall




	Genuine revision, substantive changes, not just editing:

Not enough revision here. More macro level changes needed. Part of the problem is having an incomplete rough draft to work with.

Ideas, insight, thinking:

Fine thinking, though ideas aren’t fully developed and unified.

Organization, structure, guiding the reader:

Good flow.

Use of evidence, ideas are supported and proven:

Language, sentences, wording:

Avoid use of I, “reader,” we. 

Mechanics: spelling, punctuation, grammar, proofreading:

Too many X’s in margins, mistakes to correct. Problems occur in sentence construction & spelling.

Overall:




Shannon,

You have some strong ideas here and your thesis is clearly stated. I liked your overview of the necessary reasons for this country’s wars. Here you start to show your own ideas coming through. While your thesis is clear, it needs to be more of a single ideas, something that you’re trying to prove. Here it’s more a sum of its parts: the statement of what you’ll show instead of the idea that your evidence will prove. Put your points together to show more clearly how James’ ideas won’t now work. You bring this up at the end, but don’t develop it sufficiently.

Grade: C+

Jathneil

	Weak


	Satisfactory
	Strong
	(Note: no check means “satisfactory”)

Genuine revision, substantive changes, not just editing

	
	
	
	Ideas, insight, thinking



	√
	
	
	Organization, structure, guiding the reader



	√
	
	
	Use of evidence, ideas are supported and proven



	
	
	
	Language, sentences, wording



	√
	
	
	Mechanics: spelling, punctuation, grammar, proofreading



	
	
	
	Overall




	Genuine revision, substantive changes, not just editing:

Editing a little on the light side, but OK. Need to reconsider your argument more. I’d suggest starting with conclusion as thesis and rewriting from there.

Ideas, insight, thinking:

Some fine responses to James’ work. Good application to now.

Organization, structure, guiding the reader:

Your argument doesn’t work yet. You offer a thesis you can’t/don’t prove. Needs more consideration of ideas before conclusion; right now your conclusion is trying to do too much.

Use of evidence, ideas are supported and proven:

Good in 3rd & 4th P’s, lacking more in others.

Language, sentences, wording:

Too many vague pronouns (it, they)

Mechanics: spelling, punctuation, grammar, proofreading:

Too many X’s

Overall:




Jathneil, This is a fine start and gives you a lot to look at and work from. You have gotten a lot out of the James essay and are applying it to today very well. The good news is that you’re learning and thinking through your ideas in this draft. By the conclusion you’ve developed the start of a real argument. In this draft, however, you’re not supporting your thesis and the points don’t all come together.

Grade: 80

Magda

	Weak


	Satisfactory
	Strong
	(Note: no check means “satisfactory”)

Genuine revision, substantive changes, not just editing

	√
	
	
	Ideas, insight, thinking



	
	
	
	Organization, structure, guiding the reader



	√
	
	
	Use of evidence, ideas are supported and proven



	
	
	
	Language, sentences, wording



	
	
	
	Mechanics: spelling, punctuation, grammar, proofreading



	
	
	
	Overall




	Genuine revision, substantive changes, not just editing:

Ideas, insight, thinking:

Fine thinking for a start. Now you need to take your ideas and develop them into your argument

Organization, structure, guiding the reader:

Good flow, piece hangs together, but isn’t yet guiding with an argument

Use of evidence, ideas are supported and proven:

Good evidence, use of James. Not always connected to ideas, however

Language, sentences, wording:

Too much “I think”; a fair amount of unclear writing (wiggle lines)

Mechanics: spelling, punctuation, grammar, proofreading:

Watch for James’ in too many places where you don’t need the possessive apostrophe

Overall:




Magda, here you have a clear summary of James’ ideas and bring out the finer points of what he says. You’re clear on his ideas, now the task is to mold them more into an argument that’s yours. What I mean by this is to create an argument where you try to convince a reader of your own ideas by using James’ (and history’s) points. Your thesis is clear here, but it’s more a restatement of what James has said. 

Grade: B-

Charlene

	Weak


	Satisfactory


	Strong
	(Note: no check means “satisfactory”)

Genuine revision, substantive changes, not just editing

	
	
	
	Ideas, insight, thinking



	
	
	
	Organization, structure, guiding the reader



	
	
	
	Use of evidence, ideas are supported and proven



	
	
	
	Language, sentences, wording



	√


	
	
	Mechanics: spelling, punctuation, grammar, proofreading



	
	
	
	Overall




	Genuine revision, substantive changes, not just editing:

Ideas, insight, thinking:

Fine job, though I’d like to see more development of the 2nd half of your thesis—this is where your thoughts start.

Organization, structure, guiding the reader:

Use of evidence, ideas are supported and proven:

Fine evidence, though need more on current thought

Language, sentences, wording:

Fine, clear writing

Mechanics: spelling, punctuation, grammar, proofreading:

Too many grammar errors, X’s in margins. Fix for grade.

Overall:




Charlene, you’ve done a good job here of understanding James’ ideas in his essay and taking some of them to begin making your own thought. For now, you’ve come about half way with this process. Some of it is yours, some his. When you’ve taken all the questions you ask and work to answer them through more consideration of our country’s current situation (finding some evidence to base your assumptions on), you’ll be on the way to making your own ideas and argument.

Grade: B

Mike Hows

	Weak


	Satisfactory
	Strong
	(Note: no check means “satisfactory”)

Genuine revision, substantive changes, not just editing

	
	
	
	Ideas, insight, thinking



	√
	
	
	Organization, structure, guiding the reader



	
	
	
	Use of evidence, ideas are supported and proven



	
	
	
	Language, sentences, wording



	
	
	
	Mechanics: spelling, punctuation, grammar, proofreading



	
	
	
	Overall




	Genuine revision, substantive changes, not just editing:

Good improvements on use of quotes, finding the form. 

Ideas, insight, thinking:

Some great thinking in the middle, but you haven’t attached the readings to it yet. You have the readings, then your ideas, then the readings. Work to blend them together as you start to do briefly at the end.

Organization, structure, guiding the reader:

Thesis and Conclusion need work.

Use of evidence, ideas are supported and proven:

look to blend your personal evidence and the readings’ ideas

Language, sentences, wording:

Too much “you”

Mechanics: spelling, punctuation, grammar, proofreading:

watch out for ‘s endings, esp. for possession (or not)

Overall:




Mike, this is good work overall, a fine place to start. When you start using your own experiences as evidence, you seem to really loosen up: to write in a more fluid style and more effectively—you introduce ideas and then prove them with what happened. That part’s great. Your control of the paragraphs on Twain isn’t there yet: you’re somewhat unclear and don’t set up ideas to prove. Here the same happens in your thesis and conclusion: you’ve got ideas, but in the thesis you don’t set up an argument, something that you can prove throughout. Once you do, this’ll line up your structure. 

Grade: B

Laura D.

	Weak


	Satisfactory
	Strong
	(Note: no check means “satisfactory”)

Genuine revision, substantive changes, not just editing

	
	
	√
	Ideas, insight, thinking



	√
	
	
	Organization, structure, guiding the reader



	
	
	
	Use of evidence, ideas are supported and proven



	
	
	
	Language, sentences, wording



	√


	
	
	Mechanics: spelling, punctuation, grammar, proofreading



	
	
	
	Overall




	Genuine revision, substantive changes, not just editing:

Ideas, insight, thinking:

Great use of and understanding of the text. Nice work.

Organization, structure, guiding the reader:

Argument needs work: thesis needs to be developed to connect all of your ideas. What do they add up to? (Develop more of what you do have.)

Use of evidence, ideas are supported and proven:

Great blend of evidence from text and life.

Language, sentences, wording:

Clear writing overall.

Mechanics: spelling, punctuation, grammar, proofreading:

Problems with paragraphs: indent.

Overall:




Laura, this is a fine essay, a good start to the class. What you do really well here is blend the two essays, their points, and your own ideas and experience. Where there are a few places that your ideas could be more clearly brought out, I’m impressed at how you weave these into your P’s. In some places it’s hard to tell where P’s start and end, or if they end. I can’t tell then how things come together. Also, your thesis needs to work to start off (and draw out) your main argument.

Grade: B

Jeff Thurman

	Weak


	Satisfactory
	Strong
	(Note: no check means “satisfactory”)

Genuine revision, substantive changes, not just editing

	√
	
	
	Ideas, insight, thinking



	
	
	
	Organization, structure, guiding the reader



	√
	
	
	Use of evidence, ideas are supported and proven



	
	
	
	Language, sentences, wording



	
	
	
	Mechanics: spelling, punctuation, grammar, proofreading



	
	
	
	Overall




	Genuine revision, substantive changes, not just editing: Yes, though your first draft was VERY rough.

Ideas, insight, thinking: Nice thought in response to the essay, but your own ideas are still in the development process. Less summary, more argument (of your own).

Organization, structure, guiding the reader:

P have a flow that seems smooth. A few lack topic/idea sentences.

Use of evidence, ideas are supported and proven: Evidence is too general. Use specific examples, info like Ehrenreich gives us: a glimpse into reality.

Language, sentences, wording:

Clear writing.

Mechanics: spelling, punctuation, grammar, proofreading:

Overall: Jeff, this essay is good overall. Your strength is that you show you really understand the essay’s idea and have thought it through. Why no consideration of DuBois? Comparing these two would give you a lot more to think about. I especially like your question on the cover sheet. Here’s my thought: specific examples are how to make your writing more interesting. Instead of giving theoretical examples about ideas of people, tell about real people you know, like DuBois does. It’s the story, the specific events of the person that makes an example interesting. You start to do this when you talk about yourself and college, but take it further. There are a few nice opportunities for this kind of writing that you’ve missed. 

Overall, the other thing that’ll make this more interesting is when you start to generate your own ideas more. A lot of this is summary of Twain’s ideas, your thought ON Twain.  Turn it around and start using Twain’s thoughts as support for your own ideas. Do you prove your thesis here? I’m not so sure (yet).


Grade: B-

Sivash Mojarrad

	Weak

√
	Satisfactory
	Strong
	(Note: no check means “satisfactory”)

Genuine revision, substantive changes, not just editing

	
	
	
	Ideas, insight, thinking



	√
	
	
	Organization, structure, guiding the reader



	√
	
	
	Use of evidence, ideas are supported and proven



	
	
	√
	Language, sentences, wording



	
	
	√
	Mechanics: spelling, punctuation, grammar, proofreading



	
	
	
	Overall




	Genuine revision, substantive changes, not just editing:  Not much here.

Ideas, insight, thinking: Advanced thinking, ideas aren’t sufficiently developed.

Organization, structure, guiding the reader: Flow is definitely here; you’re a clear writer. But the argument’s not here yet. That’s what’s important.

Use of evidence, ideas are supported and proven: lots of evidence/history. Not often/not clearly linked to ideas.

Language, sentences, wording: Excellent. Advanced. You could write more simply and maybe be clearer.

Mechanics: spelling, punctuation, grammar, proofreading:

Overall: 


Vash, First of all, you have a great sense about what’s going on in the world and show your real sense of knowledge here. That’s great. You know the issues, the stakes, what’s going on. Look at your thesis: do you prove that war is inevitable? I’m not sure that you do. As of now, you have a great history and worldview here, but not yet an argument. Or at least not an argument that presents its ideas clearly and makes a strong case to support your thesis. Clearly, you can write comfortably and have advanced ideas. Now’s the time to do the work to build on this. What I’d suggest is that you look at this paper as a great freewrite; from your process statement, that’s what it is. Now, choose the strong ideas here and draw them out (some have ! next to them). Use these to build the structure of your argument and then add your knowledge areas to support these ideas as needed. Right now you’re working well at thought, but the writing process needs work. And we’re here to do that.

Grade: B

Consuelo

	Weak


	Satisfactory
	Strong
	(Note: no check means “satisfactory”)

Genuine revision, substantive changes, not just editing

	
	
	
	Ideas, insight, thinking



	√
	
	
	Organization, structure, guiding the reader



	√
	
	
	Use of evidence, ideas are supported and proven



	
	
	
	Language, sentences, wording



	√
	
	
	Mechanics: spelling, punctuation, grammar, proofreading



	
	
	
	Overall




	Genuine revision, substantive changes, not just editing:

OK, but rough draft looks incomplete.

Ideas, insight, thinking: Good. Keep developing ideas. Fine thought.

Organization, structure, guiding the reader: Needs more clear argument, connection of ideas.

Use of evidence, ideas are supported and proven:  Lots of evidence, not always connected to ideas.

Language, sentences, wording: 

Mechanics: spelling, punctuation, grammar, proofreading: Trouble with indenting and use of quotes. See me or a handbook to go over how to do this.

Overall:


OK, Consuelo, We’re off and started with writing. What’s good here is that you show you’ve gotten something out of these essays. You also do a great job of using specific, interesting evidence about your own experiences. A few times, though these didn’t support an idea. Let’s get back to the ideas and using evidence as support. I like that you’re working on blending the ideas from the essays and your own experiences of college. That’s good. Keep working in that vein. 

Grade: B-

John Adams

	Weak

√
	Satisfactory
	Strong
	(Note: no check means “satisfactory”)

Genuine revision, substantive changes, not just editing

	
	
	
	Ideas, insight, thinking



	√
	
	
	Organization, structure, guiding the reader



	√
	
	
	Use of evidence, ideas are supported and proven



	
	
	
	Language, sentences, wording



	
	
	
	Mechanics: spelling, punctuation, grammar, proofreading



	
	
	
	Overall




	Genuine revision, substantive changes, not just editing: Not substantial.

Ideas, insight, thinking:  Fine thought, but not yet a clear argument.

Organization, structure, guiding the reader:

Good flow; again, not an argument yet.

Use of evidence, ideas are supported and proven:

Language, sentences, wording:

Clear, fine writing.

Mechanics: spelling, punctuation, grammar, proofreading:

Nice job. 

Overall:


John, This essay’s strength is that you know your readings and have a good sense of comparing James thoughts to the 20th century. That’s very good. But I’d like to see more development of your argument here along the lines of proving the points you make. Too often your evidence doesn’t support your assertions. 

I really like your lines of thinking and clear writing and look forward to seeing more of your work.

Grade: B-

Katherine

	Weak

√


	Satisfactory
	Strong
	(Note: no check means “satisfactory”)

Genuine revision, substantive changes, not just editing

	
	
	
	Ideas, insight, thinking



	
	
	
	Organization, structure, guiding the reader



	
	
	
	Use of evidence, ideas are supported and proven



	
	
	
	Language, sentences, wording



	
	
	
	Mechanics: spelling, punctuation, grammar, proofreading



	
	
	
	Overall




	Genuine revision, substantive changes, not just editing: Needs more trimming, unifying P’s

Ideas, insight, thinking: Thesis can use development; use stronger verbs to point up the relationships you’ll describe.

Organization, structure, guiding the reader:

Good flow. Argument needs work.

Use of evidence, ideas are supported and proven:

Use more specific examples. Think of how DuBois uses an example to prove his point

Language, sentences, wording:

Clean, clear. Nice work.

Mechanics: spelling, punctuation, grammar, proofreading:

OK.

Overall:


Katherine, Under the circumstances, I’d call this essay a big success. I’m very impressed that you got it together in the time you did and put this much work into it. What’s strong is your consideration of the essays’ ideas. You recap well and at times (as with your mortgage dept. example) you start to use specific, interesting evidence. But you also use vague evidence as with the high schoolers and coolness and there’s a lot of room to trim down these paragraphs. As you keep working this term, the goal should be to make your paragraphs in support of a single, clear idea. One idea for each P, connected to your thesis. 

Grade: B

Judy,

	Weak


	Satisfactory

√
	Strong
	(Note: no check means “satisfactory”)

Genuine revision, substantive changes, not just editing

	
	√
	
	Ideas, insight, thinking



	
	√
	
	Organization, structure, guiding the reader



	√
	
	
	Use of evidence, ideas are supported and proven



	
	√
	
	Language, sentences, wording



	
	√


	
	Mechanics: spelling, punctuation, grammar, proofreading



	
	
	
	Overall




	Genuine revision, substantive changes, not just editing:

Fine revision.

Ideas, insight, thinking:

Lots of good ideas here, but not altogether organized to highlight them, argue them.

Organization, structure, guiding the reader:

See above. Esp needs transitions and ideas.

Use of evidence, ideas are supported and proven:

Evidence doesn’t support ideas. Seems related but not proof.

Language, sentences, wording:

Mechanics: spelling, punctuation, grammar, proofreading:

few errors to correct.

Overall:




Judy, this essay starts off great with a clear intro and a fine, strong thesis: that James’ idea is unrealistic. From here, you have some good ideas as well. Though this is clear, I don’t think you’ve proven the thought. Two things to work on: 1) get all of your ideas in clear places, at the start of P’s. Make them connect back to your thesis. Some here are burried in the center of P’s. 2) I’m not sure you prove your thesis. The arguments about his pacifist army seem pretty short-sighted. Maybe I don’t fully understand them, but I can’t now see how they rule out his idea being possible.

Fine clear writing here. A good frame to build this structure on. Close to building an argument.

Grade: B

Jackie

	Weak

X


	Satisfactory
	Strong
	(Note: no check means “satisfactory”)

Genuine revision, substantive changes, not just editing

	
	
	
	Ideas, insight, thinking



	X
	
	
	Organization, structure, guiding the reader



	X
	
	
	Use of evidence, ideas are supported and proven



	
	
	
	Language, sentences, wording



	X


	
	
	Mechanics: spelling, punctuation, grammar, proofreading



	
	
	
	Overall




	Genuine revision, substantive changes, not just editing:

No rough draft; no peer editing sheets (lowers grade)

Ideas, insight, thinking: Lots of thought here, unfortunately too much response. There’s no room here to talk about how these essays struck you/how you felt.

Organization, structure, guiding the reader:

You’ve got a flow, but no argument structured out of ideas.

Use of evidence, ideas are supported and proven:

Language, sentences, wording:

Mechanics: spelling, punctuation, grammar, proofreading: A great deal of mechanical errors in your writing. Make these changes on your sheet and resubmit to receive grade.

Overall:


Jacky, OK. There’s some good thinking going on here; you’re responding to the essays and you have your own thoughts. I’m glad to know that this class is a fear for you; you can do it, I know that, but it’s going to take some work. Let’s start: first of all, while you have a lot of ideas, they’re not yet an argument. This is OK: almost everyone is struggling with this. What I’d say to do if this were a draft would be to treat it like a freewrite: choose the strong ideas you want to build on and pull them out, start to make an outline from them. Right now, your ideas are buried deep in paragraphs about the essays. You need to lead paragraphs with these and build a structure from them.

Big question: What’s your thesis? The one single thing you want to argue in this paper? 

Grade: C  [Extra credit for the WalMart paper, but loss of credit for no draft or peer sheets)

You can do this class, Jacky. It will take work and commitment; I know you can do it. 

Amanda Padilla

	Weak

X
	Satisfactory
	Strong
	(Note: no check means “satisfactory”)

Genuine revision, substantive changes, not just editing

	
	
	
	Ideas, insight, thinking



	
	
	X
	Organization, structure, guiding the reader



	X
	
	
	Use of evidence, ideas are supported and proven



	
	
	
	Language, sentences, wording



	
	
	
	Mechanics: spelling, punctuation, grammar, proofreading



	
	
	
	Overall




	Genuine revision, substantive changes, not just editing:  Ok for now, though more in future.

Ideas, insight, thinking: Fine job. Super ideas here and structure of argument!

Organization, structure, guiding the reader:

It’s organized by ideas. 

Use of evidence, ideas are supported and proven:

Evidence can use development to prove ideas.

Language, sentences, wording:

Mechanics: spelling, punctuation, grammar, proofreading:

Overall:




Amanda, this essay shows some fine work and a good structure of ideas. You have a clear thesis here and do a great job of starting your P’s with idea statements tied to it. The next place to improve is on using evidence in your P’s to prove these ideas. Right now, I’m not so sure that’s happening.

Grade: B

Danny D.

	Weak

X
	Satisfactory
	Strong
	(Note: no check means “satisfactory”)

Genuine revision, substantive changes, not just editing

	
	X
	
	Ideas, insight, thinking



	X
	
	
	Organization, structure, guiding the reader



	
	
	
	Use of evidence, ideas are supported and proven



	
	
	
	Language, sentences, wording



	X


	
	
	Mechanics: spelling, punctuation, grammar, proofreading



	
	
	
	Overall




	Genuine revision, substantive changes, not just editing:

OK. On the low side.

Ideas, insight, thinking:

Organization, structure, guiding the reader:

Paragraphs need to start with ideas—ideas connected to your thesis.

Use of evidence, ideas are supported and proven:

Evidence/idea relationship needs development.

Language, sentences, wording:

Mechanics: spelling, punctuation, grammar, proofreading:

Don’t need these block quotes. Problem with “”

Overall:




Danny, you’re right: your personal evidence is a strength here. Nice job with that. I would like to see you use more specific examples, like the one about getting jumped. The big question here is what are you trying to argue? Your structure of ideas isn’t yet clear. And that’s OK; we’ll work on it. But start with your thesis for now. What is it? Right now you’re working toward one but it isn’t clear.

Grade: B-

Joseph

	Weak


	Satisfactory
	Strong

X
	(Note: no check means “satisfactory”)

Genuine revision, substantive changes, not just editing

	
	
	
	Ideas, insight, thinking



	
	
	
	Organization, structure, guiding the reader



	
	
	X
	Use of evidence, ideas are supported and proven



	
	
	
	Language, sentences, wording



	X
	
	
	Mechanics: spelling, punctuation, grammar, proofreading



	
	
	
	Overall




	Genuine revision, substantive changes, not just editing:

Excellent development and changes

Ideas, insight, thinking:

Thesis needs work.

Organization, structure, guiding the reader:

Works well. Nice job of starting P with ideas.

Use of evidence, ideas are supported and proven:

Language, sentences, wording:

Good overall.

Mechanics: spelling, punctuation, grammar, proofreading:

Some common errors to fix.

Overall: There’s a lot to be happy with here: your ideas are clear and smart. I like your use of statistics and thoughts on the current war and comparing this to James. Overall, while your thesis is clear, however, I’m not sure you’ve proven it. While you show there are real problems with the war in Iraq, and that it’s similar to what James talks about, you’re not yet making a sufficient case that the gov. needs to contemplate James ideas. You could do this, but it’d be hard. Try developing your thesis beyond the sum of its parts. 




Grade: B

Lillyam

	Weak


	Satisfactory
	Strong
	(Note: no check means “satisfactory”)

Genuine revision, substantive changes, not just editing

	X
	
	
	Ideas, insight, thinking



	X
	
	
	Organization, structure, guiding the reader



	
	
	
	Use of evidence, ideas are supported and proven



	X
	
	
	Language, sentences, wording



	X


	
	
	Mechanics: spelling, punctuation, grammar, proofreading



	
	
	
	Overall




	Genuine revision, substantive changes, not just editing:

Ideas, insight, thinking:

You show you have ideas and response but haven’t created an argument

Organization, structure, guiding the reader:

Exploration more than anything else. Not an argument

Use of evidence, ideas are supported and proven:

Good exploration here, but not evidence supporting ideas.

Language, sentences, wording: Sentences don’t connect to one another clearly.

Mechanics: spelling, punctuation, grammar, proofreading:

Wrong font. Numerous grammatical errors

Overall:




Lillyam, This essay has some good thoughts in it and reflections about our society. Your ideas are clear. Unfortunately, you’re not making an argument yet; you’re weighing in on how you see Twain’s and DuBois’ ideas. And that doesn’t make an essay; an essay has to be an argument, a single idea (of yours) that you’re trying to prove, not a collection of different responses to what you’ve read. 

Grade: C

Maria

	Weak


	Satisfactory
	Strong
	(Note: no check means “satisfactory”)

Genuine revision, substantive changes, not just editing

	
	
	
	Ideas, insight, thinking



	X
	
	
	Organization, structure, guiding the reader



	
	
	
	Use of evidence, ideas are supported and proven



	
	
	
	Language, sentences, wording



	X


	
	
	Mechanics: spelling, punctuation, grammar, proofreading



	
	
	
	Overall




	Genuine revision, substantive changes, not just editing:

Ideas, insight, thinking:

Your ideas are good, but aren’t yet unified together into a thesis.

Organization, structure, guiding the reader:

Without thesis, structure falls apart.

Use of evidence, ideas are supported and proven:

Some very strong evidence here, esp. in Par 4

Language, sentences, wording:

Too many mech errors.

Mechanics: spelling, punctuation, grammar, proofreading:

More than 5 x’s=needs fixing.

Overall:

Maria, you do a good job here of responding to both essays and particularly using evidence as in your example about the fancy formal ball. Nice job and clear writing, mostly. Some changes to fix. While you do well to blend thoughts on both essays, this seems fragmented right now, separate and needs to come together to argue a single big idea, your thesis.

Good start to the term.


Grade: 80

Shawn

	Weak


	Satisfactory
	Strong
	(Note: no check means “satisfactory”)

Genuine revision, substantive changes, not just editing

	X
	
	
	Ideas, insight, thinking



	X
	
	
	Organization, structure, guiding the reader



	X
	
	
	Use of evidence, ideas are supported and proven



	
	
	
	Language, sentences, wording



	X


	
	
	Mechanics: spelling, punctuation, grammar, proofreading



	
	
	
	Overall




	Genuine revision, substantive changes, not just editing:

OK.

Ideas, insight, thinking: No argument here. You’re responding to the texts, but not creating a single main idea, or ideas to support it.

Organization, structure, guiding the reader: Trouble: without an argument, you don’t have a clear structure here. What leads your reader? Perhaps an exploration or thoughts in response to the texts, but not a clear single idea.

Use of evidence, ideas are supported and proven:

Some good specifics about you and school some 

Language, sentences, wording:

Mechanics: spelling, punctuation, grammar, proofreading:

Watch for spelling and verb endings.

Overall:

Shawn, This paper shows some fine responses to the readings and that you read them with comprehension. The next step to work on is using writing like this to help you get your ideas and then revising and making an outline to work with those ideas and write an argument paper. You can definitely do it. We’ll work more on how. See if you can find the strong ideas here in this piece and show them to me.




Grade: C

Amanda A.

	Weak


	Satisfactory
	Strong
	(Note: no check means “satisfactory”)

Genuine revision, substantive changes, not just editing

	
	
	
	Ideas, insight, thinking



	X
	
	
	Organization, structure, guiding the reader



	
	
	
	Use of evidence, ideas are supported and proven



	
	
	
	Language, sentences, wording



	X


	
	
	Mechanics: spelling, punctuation, grammar, proofreading



	
	
	
	Overall




	Genuine revision, substantive changes, not just editing:

Good work.

Ideas, insight, thinking:

Fine thinking here, but ideas aren’t yet an argument

Organization, structure, guiding the reader:

Has a flow, but without argument, it’s not structured clearly.

Use of evidence, ideas are supported and proven:

Fine evidence from your own experiences, esp about going home.

Language, sentences, wording:

Mechanics: spelling, punctuation, grammar, proofreading:

“seen” almost always wrong. Wrong use of block indented quotes

Overall:




Amanda, this essay is a fine exploration of what the essays discuss and I find these parallels between the texts and your own experience fascinating. Along with much of the rest of the class, though, the next step for you is to take writing like this and pull the big ideas out of it, use those ideas to structure an argument. The next step I’d advise is another outline where you start to pull together your ideas and look at how they come together.

Grade: B- lowered to C

Michael C

	Weak

X-None
	Satisfactory
	Strong
	(Note: no check means “satisfactory”)

Genuine revision, substantive changes, not just editing

	
	
	X
	Ideas, insight, thinking



	
	
	
	Organization, structure, guiding the reader



	
	
	X
	Use of evidence, ideas are supported and proven



	
	
	
	Language, sentences, wording



	
	
	
	Mechanics: spelling, punctuation, grammar, proofreading



	
	
	
	Overall




	Genuine revision, substantive changes, not just editing:

No rough draft. Grade docked for this too. This goes beyond not coming to the class on revision day. 

Ideas, insight, thinking:

Very good. Advanced thinking and fine points about war.

Organization, structure, guiding the reader:

Good overall. Most para start with a strong idea.

Use of evidence, ideas are supported and proven:

Language, sentences, wording:

Mechanics: spelling, punctuation, grammar, proofreading:

Some few problems to fix here.

Overall:




Michael, this paper is really good work for a start to the term. I’m impressed with your development of ideas here and consideration of war. Your thesis gets the idea across, but you can revise it to make it one clear sentence to make it stronger. From there, a few ideas pop up unexpected—religion and war—and a few thoughts could go further into development/depth. For no rough draft and without peer revision, this is a really impressive piece of work. I look forward to seeing more from you this term. The next thing to work on will be tightening up the structure even more.

Grade: B+ lowered to C+

Merak

	Weak

X No draft here
	Satisfactory
	Strong
	(Note: no check means “satisfactory”)

Genuine revision, substantive changes, not just editing

	
	
	
	Ideas, insight, thinking



	X
	
	
	Organization, structure, guiding the reader



	X
	
	
	Use of evidence, ideas are supported and proven



	
	
	
	Language, sentences, wording



	X


	
	
	Mechanics: spelling, punctuation, grammar, proofreading



	X
	
	
	Overall




	Genuine revision, substantive changes, not just editing:

No draft included. Grade lowered beyond place for just missing peer-review day.

Ideas, insight, thinking:

You have some very strong ideas here but they don’t fit the assignment at all. These could be used to construct an argument, but you haven’t yet.

Organization, structure, guiding the reader:

No sense of one point leading to the next and few ideas.

Use of evidence, ideas are supported and proven: Good evidence in quote from army. Not connected to developed ideas.

Language, sentences, wording:

Good overall.

Mechanics: spelling, punctuation, grammar, proofreading:

Too many x’s.

Overall: Merak, I’m very concerned about what you think is the function of this course and these assignments. There’s nothing here about whether this is “a good essay” or not. If you want to go beyond that to consider whether James’ ideas apply to today, you have room to, but here your attempt to do that doesn’t get developed. 

You need to reconsider your audience here. This inflammatory tone and hurried attempts to argue your thought don’t work in this level of class.




Grade: D lowered for missing peer review and no rough draft to F

I think we should talk to get the expectations clear here.

