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Spring 06

Paper #2

For your second paper, choose one of the following questions to respond to in a thoughtful 3-4 page argumentative paper. Several of the questions below have multiple variations on a common theme. If you choose 2 or 4, feel free to use one of the derivations or a blend of one or two to find a line of inquiry that feels right for you. The goal of these questions is to provide a spark that starts you answering questions and thinking, writing, that leads you to your own individual argument. I will leave it to you to find your way there. Please use these prompts as a guide, not as a mandate to provide answers to all their parts.

Questions for 1A Second Paper

1) A major theme in this book is whether or not a person can survive on a minimum wage job. In class, we have heard more than one definition of survival. What is your definition of “survival” and according to Ehrenreich's findings is it possible to do so on minimum wage? 


2a) What do Ehrenreich's findings say about society's current condition? Should things be changed? How? Should the circumstances described in her novel be taken as "facts of life?" Or are they an indicator of a flaw in the workings of society? Tie your answer to the evidence she presents on wage increases and the housing market in her conclusion.

2b) Assuming that Ehrenreich's ideas are realistic, should taxpayers be largely responsible for a national health care system or should individual companies be responsible? Many small business owners claim that by providing health insurance to their employees they jeopardize their business. But if large corporations can't or won’t provide for their employees, should the government be forced to? Where does the responsibility lie here and what should the government do about it?

2c) Should the American working class receive more government assistance? Should government step in and have more authority over American businesses? Due to the lower class’s lack of educational opportunities and the ability of the upper-class to exploit them for profit, should something be done? Would raising the minimum wage or providing a nationwide healthcare program benefit the lower classes? Would these benefit the American society as a whole? 

3) How does being in the lower class effect the way you live your life and the way you survive? In the text find evidence of how economic class effects the people Ehrenreich works with. Also include some of your own experiences to support your idea on class. Is it possible to move up the ladder of economic class? Using evidence from Ehrenreich’s travels, explain why or why not. 

4a) In Nickel and Dimed, Ehrenreich takes on the project of trying to live on a minimum wage job. The advantage that she has over the majority of the people working these jobs is that she is a white female and she speaks English fluently. Does race and/or gender play a role in the employment process? Use evidence in your life or our readings (N & D or Diaz) to back up your answer. Is there a way that this can be changed? 

4b) Compare and contrast the experiences that Ehrenreich observes and goes through herself with the experiences of recent immigrants in “Negocios” and “Edison, New Jersey.” What factors do you think make these lives so different? If people still find it preferable to come to the U.S., what does that say about our country? What opportunities exist here for Diaz’s characters? 

5) Using Ehrenreich’s conclusion, an equation develops: 

expensive housing   +   restricted wages   +    uncertainty in   =   oppression/exploitation
                            
 

             job market              of lower class workers 

Explain in your own words how this equation manifests itself as a problem in our society. Use examples from the book as well as your own experiences to show this in action. What problems does this cause for the lower class worker and what load(s) does it force him/her to carry?

Schedule:

Tuesday 3/7 prewriting due in class: bring (typed) at least two pages of prewriting including: brainstorming, clustering, freewriting (not more than a page), and a tentative outline of your paper’s main ideas and paragraphs. (I will collect these so have a copy saved for yourself.)

Thursday 3/9: Rough Draft Due—Bring 3 (three!) copies to class. We will practice peer editing and read out loud in class.

Thursday 3/16: Final Draft Due

Guidelines for paper:
· Typed

· Double-spaced

· 1.25” margins on sides and 1” on top and bottom

· Times New Roman font, 12 point

· Name, date, name of the assignment, and title on first page

· MLA formatting

· No title pages, please

· Write no less than the specified length

· Paper-clipped or stapled

· Numbered pages
