Harwood Eng: Final Exam Format 





Harwood 

Eng 1A: Final Exam Tuesday May 23rd 2-3:50PM

Note: I will have one office hour during the week of finals, to be Tuesday 1-2:00

*** If you need to meet with me at another time check with me to make an appointment***

***You will need a blue book for the final, available in the campus bookstore.***
The assignment: 

Choose two of the questions from the list below and collect research for your answers, begin prewriting between now and the final. During the time of the exam, you will be allowed to bring in one sheet of paper that you have marked with notes, quotes (evidence), and prewriting for your writing. Prepare these before the exam; I will collect them at the end. (You may use both sides.)

My suggestion is that you use your sheet for collecting the evidence that you plan to use (quotes, paraphrases, maybe a few main points) and any pre-writing that you’ll need to draw from in your writing, including making an outline of your answers. 

The Questions: (choose two)

You should write an argumentative response to each of the two questions you choose, including a thesis, supporting ideas, and evidence (in the form of quotes, paraphrases, and summary) to support your answer. You will need to cite your textual support in the manner that we have been discussing (MLA format).

1) Considering Class 

Use at least three of the works we’ve read this term, including Nickel and Dimed, to examine what’s happening with class in our country now, specifically the lower and middle classes and low-wage workers. Talk about the effects of minimum wage jobs on workers and the traps that keep them working these jobs. ***You may use the inquiry paper approach to answering this question, but if you do I want you to come to a strong conclusion by the end (arguing for a specific definition of what’s happening).**

2) Immigration

Think about the current debate over immigration that’s going on regarding the US/Mexico border and what we’ve learned about immigrant workers and low wages this term. What would you argue for as a solution to the current problems? How would you keep or reform the current immigration laws? Use examples from our texts to support your answer.

3) Consider MLK’s discussion of just and unjust laws and his struggle to act for justice and apply this analysis to the issues at work in two or three of the other readings. You may want to talk about when it’s time to conform and when it’s time to speak out (consider how Ehrenreich did this) regarding issues such as problems in the beef industry, racial justice, and hiring practices, or others.

4) Look over the various differences we have read about in world view, race, economic class, and politics, and argue your own view from what you’ve read this semester. You might want to look back at Corn-Pone Opinions and reconsider the questions, “When is it time to conform?” and “How much do I conform and get my ideas from those around me?” Can you take some of the new material you’ve read and make an idea, argue it for yourself?

5) Consider the topic of race in the readings this term and examine a few writers’ presentation of their views/struggle. Then link a few together by using common themes/issues and come up with your own argument. Use specific examples from the readings (those you thought were strongest) to highlight and support your points. 

