Studies in Fiction

Engl. 45 Section 001

Tu Th 10:30 –1145 am

Instructor: Seth Harwood

Read works by Denis Johnson, Raymond Carver, Alice Walker, and Bernard Malamud, among others, and discuss how some of them have been made into great movies that we will watch!

From first lines:

“A salesman who shared his liquor and steered while sleeping… A Cherokee filled with bourbon… A VW no more than a bubble of hashish fumes, captained by a college student…” Jesus Son, Denis Johnson

“Bill and Arlene Miller were a happy couple. But now and then they felt they alone among their circle had been passed by somehow, leaving Bill to attend to his bookkeeping duties and Arlene occupied with secretarial chores.” 

Short Cuts, Raymond Carver

“You better not never tell nobody but God. It’d kill your mammy.”

The Color Purple, Alice Walker

“Roy Hobbs pawed at the glass before thinking to prick a match with his thumbnail and hold the spurting flame in his cupped palm close to the lower berth window, but by then he had figured it was a tunnel they were passing through and was no longer surprised at the bright sight of himself holding a yellow light over his head, peering back in.”

The Natural, Bernard Malamud

“On a January evening of the early seventies, Christine Nilsson was singing in “Faust” at the Academy of Music in New York.”

The Age of Innocence, Edith Wharton

This section of Studies in Fiction will focus on the works above and several of the movies that have been made from them. We will watch most of these films in class after discussing the books themselves, to discover how fine fiction can be translated into great movies.

