1) What was it like to write your piece? How’d you end up using language? What’d you have to do to create sense of excitement for a reader? Did you?

pos exercise: construct found poems in groups from the notable lang. they found in Johnson.

Discussion

Johnson: early 90’s New Yorker

Poet first (poem) several books of poetry and three novels before he publishes this collection of stories (he’s well known). Early 90s angst represented in 70s disshevelment & drugs. Everything’s going down, now represented as art in the 90s. 

What’s he show us that’s positive? What’s he show us that registers as bigger than just story, bigger than the page and us?

Freewrite: what do we want from books as readers? What do we hope to get out of them? Has this changed at different times in history (american history)?

Darkness and what’s he doing here? Last line from 1st story. Where are we? What kind of world and expectations is this setting up for us as readers? 

What world are we in and how did we get there? 

(there’s drugs here, what else?) What’s this show us/give us to move off of?

Refutes the idea that we can learn from what we read. What a place for us to start this book/this class. Why start here? What do we have/what can we get out of this? 


What IS here?

Read the next three or four stories in Jesus' Son. (to at least p. 68). We'll talk about if this feels like too much or not enough reading. If you can, start "Emergency" and see how far you get. 

Write one page in your journal responding to the stories you've read and post on the Jesus' Son discussion board. (Click on the discussion board feature on this site and then you'll see more instructions there.)
