Eng. 45 First Paper Assignment

High Stakes Paper #1: Jesus’ Son and Drown
Choose ONE of the following paper topics to write a 3-4 page paper about. This should be formatted in the standard formatting—Times New Roman, 12 point font, 1” margins all around the page. 

Note: In most of these questions, I ask a series of small questions intended to get you thinking and start the ball rolling towards what you’ll write about. These are intended as starters and by no means are you required to answer them all in your paper.

1) Savior theme question. Consider the Savior Theme in Jesus’ Son and Drown and trace it through the two writers’ stories. Where/how does it come up in the stories? How does it affect the characters’ choices and decisions? What does it make them do or in what way does it alter their view of the world? You may consider these questions or new questions of your own about the Savior theme. Use at least three stories as reference points for your analysis, including relevant quotes. You may focus on one of the books or both here.

2) Personal connections angle. Consider how characters in Drown or Jesus’ Son parallel your own experiences or the experiences of those around you. How does reading these stories enlarge your understanding of these events? What new perspectives have you gained from the reading? Are these stories didactic (do they teach a lesson)? If so, what is it? You may use your own experiences here as evidence—as long as they’re similar to the events from the stories. Use quotes and paraphrasing to connect your examples to the text. Explore the connections and their relevance.

3) The important quote angle. Choose one or two quotes from the book(s) that you think are especially insightful and can be used to explain more than just what’s going on in a single story. Perhaps your quote connects to several of the themes we’ve been discussing. Explain how by using examples from the stories. An example of this was the quote I used in the Jesus’ Son short writing assignment. We may use time in class to brainstorm a few quotes to use here.

4) Language in Jesus’ Son and Drown. Start off prewriting by making a list of the moments in these two books where the language moves you or makes a spark. Then consider these and think about what commonalities you can find in the ways that these writers represent their world(s). Do you see similarities? Influences that Diaz may have taken from Johnson? Show these examples in your writing to try and argue for an overarching aesthetic that one or both of these writers use. What makes this writing beautiful? What do these two do?

5) Themes. Choose one or two of the important themes we’ve been talking about in the two books and spend more time on an examination than we have so far. In prewriting, figure out what you think about this theme and write an argumentative paper trying to convince your reader (me) of your point. Use examples from the text to convince me. See blackboard for a list of themes we’ve been discussing. Also, consider some of the recent ones: immigration, family, parents’ influence on their kids, work, etc. 
6) Choose your own. If you have another question or angle that you’d like to pursue for this paper, post it to the Virtual Office discussion board section by Wednesday 2/22 at 8PM and I’ll let you know on Thursday whether it’s all right to use or not.
Assignment Schedule for paper and rest of the week.

Tuesday 2/21 HW: 
Choose which topic you plan to write on for your paper and 

freewrite for 10-minutes to get your mind working.

We’ll have some time in class to look for quotes.

Read “Neighbors” and “They’re Not Your Husband” in Carver

Thursday 2/23

Read “Vitamins” and “Will You Please Be Quiet, Please?”




Rough Draft of Paper Due


***Rough Draft Due Tuesday 2/28 (Bring Three copies to class)***

Final Draft Due Tuesday 3/7
