Seth Harwood

Eng. 45 

Color Purple Paper (High Stakes Assignment)

Answer one of the following questions in a thoughtful, carefully-written and proofread three to four page paper. We will work on peer editing in class on April 25 and your final draft will be due May 2nd.

1) Considering Race and Slavery’s effects on the characters: How does Nettie’s story of Africa differ from and parallel what’s happening back in Celie’s world in the US? How do the effects of slavery linger in southern black culture as shown in the situations in this book? Consider issues of self-worth, ownership of women, and black/white interaction in the book, as well as others you might see. How do Celie and her friends break out of the traditional or engrained roles of male/female structures or power roles to form their own new ways?

2) Considering power and gender roles in The Color Purple: Choose several examples of men and women in the book fitting into and breaking out of the gender roles they’re supposed to fit into. You might consider Celie’s development, Shug, Sofia, Olivia and Tashi, or Pa, Harpo, or Albert. Choosing a few characters to look at will help you work toward a larger thesis about what’s happening here. Try to engage with the question “What is this book about?” Consider our discussion of themes over the semester and see if you can decide on the major themes here to “figure out” this book’s “meaning.”

For rough draft: Must be a complete rough draft, with beginning, middle and end. Bring three copies to class on the 25th.

Pre-writing strategies suggested: brainstorming, clustering, freewriting, outlining

Revision strategies: Peer editing, revision checklist, read it out loud to yourself, ask someone to read it out loud to you, construct a new outline to see if the main ideas of your paragraphs line up.

Guidelines: 

· Typed

· Double-spaced

· 1.25” margins on sides, 1” on top and bottom

· Times New Roman font, 12 point

· Name, date, name of the assignment, and title on first page

· MLA formatting

· No title pages, please

· Write no less than the specified length

· Paper-clipped or stapled

· Numbered pages

