Chabot College

English 45: Studies In Fiction

Course Syllabus

Spring 2006

Section: 001
 


Meeting Times: TuTh 10:30-11:45, Rm. 916
Instructor: Seth Harwood

Email: ​​​​​sharwood@chabotcollege.edu

Office Hrs: Thursday 1:30-2:30
Office: 758

Office Phone/voice mail: 510-723-6600 x2375

Course Description

In this course we are going to concentrate on how reading affects our perceptions of the world around us.  Our aim will be to engage with the literature we read and our colleagues in class.  To this end, class participation will be essential: class sessions will be largely discussion-based and we will work within a comfortable, respectful environment.  Course requirements will include informal writings, quizzes, three or four formal essays, a midterm, and a final exam.  
Required Texts

· Denis Johnson, Jesus’ Son.  

· Junot Diaz, Drown.
· Raymond Carver, Short Cuts.
· Alice Walker, The Color Purple.

· Ken Kesey, One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest.

· Charles Bukowski, Hollywood.

· One small composition journal (as I will show you) to be used for journal assignments and to be collected regularly. This should be separate from your class notebook.

· In addition, you should have a notebook with pockets (for handouts) to use for taking notes and doing in-class writing assignments for this class.

Class Participation

Because this course is strongly dependent on discussion, attendance is critical to your success and the success of your classmates.  You must come to class each and every day having done the reading and prepared to speak about the material at hand. To ensure that this is the case, I will assign nightly writing assignments and have regular quizzes. I expect each of you to engage actively in classroom conversations while leaving space for others’ voices to be heard. If you can foresee any problems with this, come see me as soon as possible. Part of your grade will depend on your participation, so don’t come to me at the end of the term to try and explain why you have not participated.

Class Preparation 

You are expected to show up every day for class having read the current assignment and ready to contribute to the discussion.  If you do not get this assignment because you missed class, it is your responsibility to contact a classmate to learn the assignment.  

Grading Policy: 

Formal essays (approximately 1,200 words each (3-4pages))

40%

Class Participation







15%

Midterm








10%

Final Exam








15%

Informal Writing and Exercises





20%

(Grades for this course will be on the standard A through F scale.)

Primary Writing Projects – 40%

This will mainly consist of the major essays for this course. Each of these will require a rough draft, some level of pre-writing, and peer editing. I will evaluate your essays based on an examination of the development, organization, and coherence of your ideas, as well as sentence clarity and your ability to explain your thoughts. I will also evaluate your revision process. As you won’t be as experienced at writing in the beginning of the course, the first two essays will count less than the others: First and second=10%, essays after that=15%.

Shorter Writing Assignments – 20%

You will write short responses to the essays we read for class. These will be graded as homework and at the end of the term your grade for this section will come from the number of these assignments you have completed and handed in on time. There will be three kinds of homework:

· Journaling: either in class freewriting, or producing a certain number of pages in your journal at home. These will be collected but I will not always read what you’ve written. You will simply be responsible for exploring the reading(s) for a set time or number of pages.

· Short answer, quizzes, and response writing: these may be graded but the main focus in evaluation will be to see if you have done the reading and considered it adequately, that is, if you’re thinking actively about what you’re reading. These may also include writing short discussion questions for us to pursue in class and answering questions that go along with the readings in your book.

· Discussion Questions: Coming up with good discussion questions from the reading. I expect your questions to be issues with the text you’re having a hard time with, things you’d like to explore in class, and/or themes that you think would be appropriate for paper topics.  Your questions will be collected and graded on a check, check plus, check minus scale which will be factored into your grade for participation.

· Active reading: I will explain more about what this is during the first weeks of class. Once you’re comfortable with it, I will come around checking your books to see if you’ve actively read the assignment. Doing this effectively will be worth a full homework grade. 

· Active reading is essential for good paper writing. The sooner you get proficient with this skill, the better you will do in all of your college writing classes. 

Homework will be assigned almost every class, and should be ready (typed and proofread) at the beginning of the next class session. No late homework will be accepted unless you have made arrangements with me beforehand. If you are sick, all homework will be due on the date you return to class, including that day’s assignments—it is your responsibility to find out the assignments from a peer.

Attendance
If you are absent you and your particular insights will be missed.  Per Chabot policy, I will drop you after you miss four consecutive or six cumulative hours of class. [Since our class meets for one and a half hours, you will be dropped after missing three classes in a row or a total of four classes. Be very careful about attendance.] If you must be absent from class for a necessary reason, you must contact me to explain either by email or by leaving a voice mail on my office phone. 

Late arrival:  If you show up late (after I have taken attendance at the start of class) this will be equivalent to ½ of an absence. If you show up after the first 10 minutes of class you will be marked absent.  

Late Work

Late work is not acceptable.  In the case of any extenuating circumstances, try to make every reasonable effort to contact me before the day the assignment is due.  Any late work that does not have a legitimate reason that I have approved will be lowered one letter grade per day that it is late. If you know that you must be absent on the day a paper is due, you may email your paper to me.

Plagiarism

Most easily defined, plagiarism is the handing in of someone else’s work or ideas as your own, whether intentional or not. Plagiarism is a very serious offense: any student found plagiarizing can receive an F in the course and possible administrative penalties, ranging from probation to suspension.  If you have any questions about plagiarism, contact me as soon as possible or raise your question during class time and we’ll discuss it. You will receive a grade of zero for any paper that you plagiarize. 

Additional Resources

If you would like additional consultation on your writing, I encourage you to call or stop by the WRAC Center in room 806 and 810. This lab is a tremendously helpful (free) resource for writers of all levels.

You may also take advantage of 1) Personalized writing/reading/grammar assistance in an English 115 class

2) ESL 114 “Editing for the Advanced ESL Writer”

3) English 116, an assessment class for learning skills (if you suspect a learning disability, or just want a better sense of how you learn best)

4) “CHARLIE,” Chabot’s on-line Resource with Links to Instruction in English


http://online.chabotcollege.edu/CHARLIE/ 

Students with Special Needs

I need to hear from anyone who has a disability which may require some modification of seating, testing or other class requirements so that appropriate arrangements may be made.  Please see me after class or Email me as soon as possible.  

Weekly Schedule for Eng 45

What follows is a schedule of readings and a few formal assignments.  You will notice that this schedule is rather general.  This is to allow us more flexibility in our discussions as some texts will require greater discussion than others, depending on where we find our interests lie.  Specific reading and writing assignments will be given in class, therefore attendance is crucial.  If you miss a class it is your responsibility to speak with a classmate about any reading and/or writing assignments you have missed.  This schedule is subject to change, if necessary.

Week One:

Getting to know one another and Jesus’ Son
Week Two:

Jesus’ Son
Week Three: 

Jesus’ Son: Finish and watch movie, Start Drown
Week Four:

Drown
Week Five:

Drown




Paper One
Week Six:
 
Start Short Cuts
Week Seven:
 
Short Cuts
Week Eight:
 
Finish Short Cuts, watch movie, Start The Color Purple
Week Nine:
 
The Color Purple
Week Ten:

The Color Purple and movie



Paper Two

Week Eleven: 

One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest
Week Twelve:

One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest

Spring Break

Week Thirteen:
Finish One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest and movie




Midterm

Week Fourteen:
Hollywood

Week Fifteen:

Hollywood

Week Sixteen:

Hollywood

Week Seventeen: 
TBA and push-backs




Paper Three (?)

Final Exam (Probably Take-Home)

Alternative sources for your books:

Seeing the above schedule, I would suggest that you all purchase Jesus’ Son immediately in the bookstore, if you haven’t already. Since you will have a few weeks before you will need the other books for this class, I can recommend a few alternative sources for where you may be able to find copies of the other books for less than the bookstore charges. These will require use of the internet and a credit card and you should be sure to leave ample time for delivery between when you order the book and when you need it for class. My recommendation is that you browse these sites to see what you can and order the rest of the books for this class as soon as possible.

· www.Abebooks.com    A good source for used books. This is a collection of booksellers compiled nationwide. Good rates and very reliable.

· Amazon.com       Be sure to click on the “used and new” listing to see the used prices and list of sources when you search for your books.

· www.half.com           Cheap books. Not as good as abebooks, but always handy to have as many sources as you can get.

