The City Paper (or paper #3)

Harwood 
English 7
Spring 07

The city paper: setting as character. Considering our reading of Broyard’s Kafka was the Rage and Gopnik’s Paris to the Moon, analyze the influence that the city landscapes and environments of New York and Paris holds over their inhabitants, particularly those we’re intimately acquainted with: Broyard and Gopnik and their close relations.

You might, for instance, consider the difference between these two locations (and times) and the city or landscape that you’re a part of. Or consider how Gopnik’s French environment is drastically different than our American one—or what we think of as the “American Experience.” How do things like food, entertainment, and necessities, as well as reactions to political and culinary (restaurant) change effect the people in these different settings, especially Paris. How does the time just after the war and the effects of modernism as a reaction to the 20th Century’s World Wars permeate the Village and change the lives of the people who Broyard meets. Compare the idea of “high seriousness” and Broyard’s drive to never be normal with that of what we can assume an existence in Brooklyn or somewhere Broyard would consider grounded in reality (such as Holcomb, Kansas, for example). 

Feel free to contrast any of the above with your own view of West Coast or Bay Area cities that you are familiar with. You may choose to include San Francisco as a modern (contemporary) Bay Area city and look at the differences between it, life there, and any of the other locations we’ve discussed. How can you do this? Partly through personal experience and partly through research. Let’s discuss how this can be rolled into paper #4.

Note: If you decide that you’d like to do this city paper and work mostly with Paris and its comparisons to America, that’s OK. You do not have to use Broyard for this paper.**

Alternative options: 1) Although composed of separate essays, the book follows a thread toward a larger meaning: that the “commonplace civilization” of Paris is beautiful but its official culture is often oppressive. What kinds of evidence, small and large, does Gopnik use to illustrate this idea? Can we find a similar distinction between “civilization” and “official culture” in America? Do you agree with the notion Gopnik alludes to in “Barney in Paris” that media culture is our official culture? Compare and contrast elements of American and Parisian societies to come to your own conclusion about the two.

2) Throughout the book, Gopnik compares France and America. What are the most frequent points of comparison? Where do you think he favors France, and where America? Does he make a convincing case for either one? Why or why not?

Assignment:  4-6 pages min, double-spaced, times new Roman



You must use at least six direct references to the text(s) in this paper. Be sure that you cite these, whether they’re summary, paraphrase or quotation. Use standard parenthetical citations. (name, page #)

Rough draft due date: May 1 (Tuesday) BRING Three copies to class

Final Draft due: Tuesday May 8

We’ll start working on research next week and developing ideas for the last paper!
