Annotated Bibliography—

Due May 2

In order to make sure you gather and use your sources appropriately, I am requiring an annotated bibliography.  You will not only embark on a search for information, but you will analyze the nature and utility of your sources.  You should include an entry for every source you intend to use in your essay, including class texts.  You should have at least 4 sources, at least 3 of which must be texts we’ve NOT covered in class, and may not exceed 6 sources.  Be sure to find a balance of sources and views: scholarly books or book chapters, scholarly journal articles, popular magazine articles, newspaper articles, oral history interviews, feature films and documentaries, and so on.  I prefer that you keep the research done on the Internet to a minimum; however you can include up to two websites as long as you stick to the guidelines we’ve been using: anything with a domain “.edu” or “.gov” or “.org.” This does not include scholarly journal articles you access through the Internet; you may use as many of those as you choose.  

In terms of definition, an annotated bibliography is a list of sources relevant to your research (accompanied by complete bibliographic information, MLA format, the works cited list) followed by a brief summary/analysis of them.  Constructing an annotated bibliography will help you evaluate which texts are stronger than others and which texts will support specific pieces of your project.  Your goal here is not to scrutinize each source in depth to uncover and report the intricacies and subtleties of each text, but rather to skim each source carefully, then to accurately summarize and fairly evaluate it.

The annotated bibliography will help you to:

1) Locate, sift, and begin synthesizing outside sources;

2) Rethink and perhaps revise your research question;

3) Manage your time and keep your project on track.

Start with a regular works cited entry (alphabetical order).  Start your first paragraph at the next line after the citation.  An annotation should answer the following questions: what are the author’s main points or arguments and support/evidence?  How effectively does she support her arguments; does her logic hold up, and does her prose exhibit adequate authority?  How would you characterize the author’s position or stance toward the topic?  What are the basic strengths and weaknesses of his arguments or perspectives?  How might you use this source?  Why does it appeal to you and fit in with your project?  Each entry should be around 9-15 lines long, including the citation information.

Basically, for each source you need to include:

1) The citation information (in MLA format);

2) A summary and evaluation of the source’s main idea and main supporting ideas; and

3) An evaluation of the source’s value to your research question.

Important: If you don’t use these exact sources in the final paper, you must include an updated version of the annotated bibliography with your final paper, meaning that you’ll need to take out sources you didn’t end up using as well as add entries for new sources.

You may find that in midst of this process you need to revise your research question a bit; that’s to be expected, and hoped for if your original question needed some help.  

My evaluation of your bibliography will depend on the quality and relevance of your sources, and upon the quality of your summary and evaluation of them.  
