1A Midterm  Fall 06







Harwood

(Total of  130
points)

1.  Define the following terms clearly and completely:


(5 points each)

Thesis- a one sentence statement of an essay’s main argument (its main idea)

Idea  -- something that could be argued more than one way.


Something that needs to be proven

Iterative Freewriting  -  a process-driven prewriting step where you write for a set amount of time and then go back and read your writing, underline your ideas, and freewrite again, using your generated ideas as a starting point for the second time.

Revision  -- the stage of the writing process where you consider the main ideas and argument of your paper and see if the ideas of your paragraphs connect / prove your thesis. 

This is a good time to use an outline or peer review

Argument—the process of trying to prove a point in your writing. Writing to convince a reader of thinging you have found to be true (an idea) (Your thesis)

2. List the five major parts of writing an essay:



(10 pts)
prewriting drafting revision editing proofreading

3. List the four strategies for revision that the book recommends:  
(8 points)

peer review, instructor review, using a checklist, using an outline

4. List the three ways to bring in evidence from a text:


(6 points) 


Extra credit: Write a definition of each one (1 pt each)






Quote 

Paraphrase 

summary

5. Outline the basic format for a body paragraph:


(4 points)


Thesis



idea




fact 




explanation




fact


transition

6. What are the five very basic requirements that a thesis needs to meet?   (5 pts)58

it’s an idea




it is clear

it’s a statement

it needs to be proven

it can be argued two ways

7. Explain the difference between the following terms: Revision, Editing, and Proofreading:








(6 points)

revision—paragraph level—working on essay’s structure and ideas

editing—sentence level—working on clear sentences and the structure within paragraphs

proofreading- word level- making sure that grammar issues and words/verb are all correct
8. Where does the book suggest you start your drafting process?        (3 pts)

body paragraphs

9. What is an implied thesis? Name one of the essays we’ve read in PCW with an implied thesis and state it in your own words.



(5 points)

An implied thesis in one that’s not state in the essay itself, not stated explicitly—you have to figure it out for yourself. It’s when you have to figure out the essay’s meaning on your own.

The next questions come from TTTC. You may refer to your book and your active reading to answer these.

10. At what point does the narrator of “On the Rainy River” (Tim O’Brien) realize that he cannot run to Canada to escape the war draft? How does he come to this decision?

(Short answer)




(6 points)

when he’s in the boat with the guy from Tip Top lodge. He looks out at the dense wilderness and realizes there’s nothing there for him. It’d be hard to go over there and he can’t turn his back on everyone he knows.
11. What does the scene between Rat Kiley and the baby water buffalo say to you? What emotions and feelings is Rat trying to express through these actions? Does it work? Why or why not?    (Longer answer-- you may use back or separate paper)












(12 points)

something about him being angry and trying to get it out by torturing the water buffalo. Better if they can talk about what storytelling means or what happens with a “true” war story. It doesn’t really help him. He’s still upset after but the others see his expression for what it is: a level of hurt they’ve never encountered before (before the war)
Extra credit: List as many methods of prewriting as you can (you’ll get two points for each one you list after three). Hint: you may consider prewriting methods for autobiography and summary in addition to those of argument.
Timeline, list main points (for summary), brainstorm, cluster, journal, freewrite, iterative freewrite, outline

Actively read the following editorial from today’s New York Times and answer the questions below on a separate piece of lined paper.

(Active reading: 10 points  Response essay: 30 points)

Mr. Pombo’s Map

When you add up the energy resources of the American West, one of the biggest items in the ledger is oil shale — rock formations containing deposits that can be distilled, by heating, into oil. The estimate of the petroleum locked up in these deposits is enormous: perhaps 800 billion barrels of recoverable oil, most of it in the Green River Formation, which lies beneath Colorado, Wyoming and Utah.

The processes for extracting oil shale are still hugely expensive — which is fortunate, because the potential environmental costs are staggering. You can pump oil from oil shale by heating the underground formations, with untold effect on groundwater. Or you can dig it all up, cart it away and heat it somewhere else, scarring vast tracts of the West.

None of this has stopped Congressman Richard Pombo of California — champion of the idea that we can drill our way to energy independence — from throwing yet another economic bone to the energy sector. In a little-noticed provision of the much- reviled Deep Ocean Energy Resources Act — which the House passed in June and the Senate will take up when Congress returns — Mr. Pombo lowered the royalty rate for oil shale from 12.5 percent to 1 percent. Should the day arrive when the price of shale oil becomes competitive, this could turn out to be an extraordinary giveaway of federal revenue (most oil shale lies under federal land) and a huge incentive to wreak environmental damage.

None of this is surprising. Mr. Pombo, who is chairman of the House Resources Committee and is facing a tight race for re-election, has been well- financed by oil and gas producers. He has done his best to give away public resources and throw away prudent restraints on energy exploration.

We believe that this country must pursue energy independence. But unlike Mr. Pombo, we believe that there is a vibrant new economy to be found in conservation and that is where our future lies. When we try to envision the America that Mr. Pombo has mapped out for us, all we can see is a nation committed to devouring itself, one barrel of oil at a time.

Answer on the back:

What is this essay’s main point?

Using your own ideas and opinions, write a one or two paragraph response either agreeing or disagreeing with this editorial. Use evidence to support your reasoning.

Active reading (what’s important): that they underline the significant points and ideas in the piece. I also want to see them writing the piece’s main ideas in the margins in their own words. They should circle vocab they don’t know. If they have questions, they should write them in the margins.

Basically, I’m just looking for a good level amount of underlining and writing in the margins. Enough that they could get the essay’s main gist without rereading the whole thing over again.
