Tenn/ English 101A

Fall 2005

ESSAY #1:  SUMMARY AND RESPONSE 
Assignment:  Write a short summary and then a detailed response to ONE of the following texts: 

· “The Chosen One” by Laura Cunningham

· “Arming Myself with a Gun is Not the Answer” by Bronwyn Jones

· “Saying Good-bye to Eric” by Jennifer Dickman

· “Hello, Goodbye, Hey Maybe I Love You?” by Joshua Kurlantzick.

Your summary should be complete, accurate, brief, independent, neutral, and no more than a page in length.

Your response should provide an introduction in which you explain to your reader how you thought or felt about what you read over all, focused responses which relate to specific portions of the text in each body paragraph, and a brief conclusion. (2-3 pages)

To assist you in articulating your response, consider one of the following questions:

· How do you react emotionally to what the author has written? Why? 

· How do the ideas offered in the reading compare or connect to your experience or your sense of the world? 

· Do you agree with what the author has to say? Why or why not?

Your essay will be graded using the following criteria:

Content – Does the essay provide a satisfactory summary of the source text, and does it respond clearly and directly to that text? Do you explain your reactions thoughtfully and support your points with examples? 

Structure and Organization – Are both your summary and response organized and easy to follow? Is the main idea of your essay (thesis) clear? Are your paragraphs developed? Is there a clear conclusion?

Language and Mechanics – Did you proofread well? Are your words chosen thoughtfully? Are your sentences well-structured, and is the essay relatively free of error in the areas of spelling, punctuation, grammar etc? 

** With your final draft, you must include in your folder:

· At least one page of pre-writing. This can be a cluster map, a brainstorming list of responses or questions, or a free-write focused on this assignment.

· One copy of a rough draft

· The response essay checklist (filled out by you, recording the changes you feel you need to make for your final draft)

Rough Draft Due for Peer Review:  _______________ (bring 3 copies)

Final Draft Due:  _______________

