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Eng. 4

Women, often accused by men of being demanding, and controlling with a lot to say, often find it necessary to assume the position of power where they suspect it is needed. Sarah is a drunk’s wife, who isn’t exactly sober herself. Carol is a feminist college student with a lot of animosity towards her male professor. Although Hollywood is a novel about a Hank’s experience as a drunken writer and the process of creating a screenplay and how it transforms into a movie, and Oleanna is a play about the power struggle between a female student, Carol and male teacher, John, via communication. The female characters in each book both share the same role of dictating the lives of the men which have proven not to be trustworthy of their misused power, despite the difference of the source of power, and the way in which they enforce it.
Sarah and Carol have the same role in different books. Both of them are “running the show” in their individual ways. Even though Sara is in charge of Hank’s well being, she tells him they can get drunk until the sun comes up after the experience at the Manson house. Hank responds with “Really…you’re on,’ I said feeling much better.”(60) Hank finds Sarah’s approval necessary for him to find consolation at the bottom of the bottle. She is like a mother to an obese child with an endless craving for junk food. Carol, on the other hand, is like an obese child, that thinks it’s healthy to starve the ex-obese child she stole nutrients from. Despite her lack of self control, she alone is responsible for John’s  success or failure as a man. Carol tells John despite her initial signs of weakness, he is not the powerful one “You asked me in here to explain something to me as a child, that I did not understand. But I came to explain something to you. You Are Not God. You ask me why I came? I came here to instruct you.” (67) 

John thinks of Carol as a feeble student that he could use his power to help. Carol lets him know that “he is not God,” and doesn’t have absolute power, not only that be she’s going to “instruct” him, play the role of the educator, in her case a dictating tyrant. 

Although, both very powerful, the source and the way in which Sarah and Carol both carry out their power, is as different as night and day. Sarah uses her power for good. Hank believes: “She’s going to add to ten years to my life.” Sarah nurtures her husband, and surrenders that responsibility to her in the interest of a longer life. Carol takes her power and manipulates the man which believes to have abused his. Even at the end of the novel when it appears that she is a victim of a violent crime. The words “Yes. That’s right.”(80) come out of Carol’s mouth. This indicates that it was her intention to provoke John into becoming victim of his own rage, and physical power. John’s freedom may now be in question since he’s in even bigger trouble with the law.

This comparison of role between to very different women in different books, is nothing but a mere example how different people are in general. What is important, is not how much power you have, but what you choose to do with it.  

