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	Ideas, insight, thinking:

You start out with good ideas and a strong intro but I’m not sure you ever get beyond that. You don’t go into much more depth or develop these ideas further.
Organization, structure, guiding the reader:

Your paragraphs move and flow, but aren’t organized around ideas or proving a thesis. Seems like they repeat the same material.
Use of evidence, ideas are supported and proven

Need to work on this. You need more quotes and the foundation points to prove what you’re saying. Lots of cavalier writing, ideas on ideas and speculation. Not proof
Language, sentences, wording:

Fine job. Strong clear writing
Mechanics: 

Overall:  You need to have levels of thinking here. This mostly operates right around the idea level w/ little development or depth. It’s a strong start and I like your thinking. Now show me more on the page.
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	Ideas, insight, thinking:

Some very strong ideas here, but I felt like they kept getting repeated. You basically stated your thesis about the American dream and then repeated it throughout.

Organization, structure, guiding the reader:

See above on repetition. I wanted to see more direction here, more use of ideas and evidence together to work toward proving your thesis.
Language, sentences, wording:

There’s a lot here that could be cut. Your ideas got more confusing because of the elevated language you used. There were some big patches of wordiness and confusion.

Mechanics: Strong. Good control of sentences but be careful about the too-long sentence and paragraph. 

Overall: Wen, this is a good start to the term, a smart paper. I wanted to see more of your own words though, more of how you would explain this in discussion or to the class or a friend. Your idea here about the American dream is a good one, but be careful about sticking on it the whole time without development.




Grade: B

Jane

	Weak


	Satisfactory
	Strong
	(Note: no check means “satisfactory”)

	
	
	X
	Ideas, insight, thinking



	X
	
	
	Organization, structure, guiding the reader



	
	X
	
	Use of evidence, ideas are supported and proven



	
	
	X
	Language, sentences, wording



	
	X
	
	Mechanics: spelling, punctuation, grammar, proofreading



	
	                        X
	
	Overall




	Ideas, insight, thinking:

I love your intro and the ideas you start out with. The ideas are strong, but where they are, the balance, needs work.

Organization, structure, guiding the reader:

Balance: work toward having ideas and evidence integrated. Here I felt like I got a lot of ideas and then you slowed down and gave a lot of evidence.

Use of evidence, ideas are supported and proven

Good start. Needs more evidence integrated throughout. I wanted to see more examples (paraphrase or quotes).

Language, sentences, wording:

Excellent, clear writing.

Mechanics: 

Overall: Strong paper. There’s room to clarify your structure and develop your points a little more. This paper operates mostly on the idea level and doesn’t get down to the level of the proof, the bricks enough.
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	Ideas, insight, thinking:

You start out w/ an idea that can be good but right now it needs more development. By the end you have some good ideas but instead of proving them you’ve just taken me through a series of quotes and plot points
Organization, structure, guiding the reader:

Little guidance. You have a bunch of short P’s without ideas that connect to the thesis or each other. I kept wanting to know what you were trying to prove.

Lots of repetition.
Use of evidence, ideas are supported and proven:

Lots of quotes that don’t prove anything. Just support plot points. Too many long block quotes. 
Language, sentences, wording:

Fine job with this. Very clear.
Mechanics: 

Overall:  OK, Jennifer. This is a strong start, more like a freewrite. Now the challenge is to see what you have as ideas, look at the evidence you’ve collected and ask yourself questions about it: find out what it can prove and then start to organize it around ideas.
Rewrite?
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