English 7

Paper Assignment: In Cold Blood

Argue, using evidence from the book about Dick and Perry’s characters, how neither one of them could have killed the Clutters alone and how together they made one lethal killing machine. How did this come to be? Does it make sense to you that they were both sentenced to death for their part in the crime, almost as if they were one person.

Consider the upbringings of Perry and Dick to argue for whether there’s any basis in how family life leads to good or evil in a grown adult. You may choose to consider the doctors’ evaluations of Perry (and Dick) in your response.

Take any of the themes we’ve been discussing in class (________________________  _________________________   __________________________________________)

And, by looking at the relevant evidence from the book, put together enough thought-time to develop a thesis about that theme, an argument that states how YOU see things in that realm, how you put the pieces together and what makes the evidence make sense.

