Citation guide

Harwood

In writing your inquiry research paper, you should make use of the three ways to introduce evidence (your research findings) into your paper: summary, paraphrasing, and quotations. 

As a rough estimate, plan to use 

· 70% summary (explaining large sections of what you’ve read in smaller paragraphs of your own creation)

· 20% paraphrasing (using a close proximation of the writer’s original ideas as presented, but converted into your own words)

· 10% quotations (direct quotes from the texts you’ve read) 

These ratios are because from all that you’ve read, only a small fraction of it is so relevant that you’ll want to repeat it word-for-word. Most of what you’ll find you should report in your own style, through your own reinvisioning of the writers’ arguments as they best fit your own inquiry.

You will still want and need to cite more than 10% of your paper to avoid plagiarism, which is something you must do at all cost (a plagiarized final paper will result in a grade of F for the assignment and my cause you to fail the course). Here’s a rough guideline of what to cite.

You will need to cite (in-text citation, see examples below):

· all parts of your research that you paraphrase closely. 

[Note: If more than one of your sentences in the same paragraph, several, are paraphrased or summarized from the same source, you may save your citation for the end of the paragraph.]

· whatever you summarize that is not common knowledge 

example: Henry IV the sixth consecutive Roman Catholic monarch of England in the eighth century, took his third wife Melissa and escaped to France (Goodlund, 47). [Here again, you can wait until the end of the paragraph if citing a lot from the same source.]

· All quotes, everything you quote!

Example: In the 1989 study by Sigfried and Roy, they found conclusive evidence that “the test patients displaying signs of amnesia did not affect lose a capacity to play the piano” (Sigfried, 288).

Ex 2: “Michael Jordan was neither a god nor a particularly spectacular basketball player when you come right down to it” (Jenkins, 57).

From there, a good rule of thumb is: if you’re in any doubt, cite it! You can’t go wrong by overciting (sort of). Just don’t err on the side of not citing something that has to be cited. More on the bibliography/works cited list entries to come!

