Seth’s Top 6 Recording Tips

1. It’s not a race.  Take your time when reading your story.  Once you feel like you’re reading too slow, that’s about right.

2. Do not sit too close to the microphone.  A good distance to position yourself from the microphone is about 8 – 10 inches.  If you find that you need to increase the volume of your voice for something like dramatic effect, it’s okay to pull away from the microphone just a little.  This helps to keep the recording clean and fights distortion.      

3. Don’t worry about making mistakes.  Since you’re recording you have the luxury to do-over.  If you make a mistake, stop, take a breath find a good place before the flub and start over.  Even count 1-2-3 before you begin again. This helps a lot during editing. You don't need to stop recording. Just record one long take and you’ll go back later to edit out the flubs.
4. Remember that readings for recording are more performance than technical.  So, dramatizing the text as much as you’re comfortable with really helps draw in the listener and ultimately helps the story be more entertaining.  So, do anything you can to make the story come alive, including different voices, as well as pacing. 

5. The microphone picks up everything.  So, try not to turn pages, breath heavily, squeak your chair, or drop things while reading. When you turn pages, stop reading while you do it so you can cut the page turn part out later. That said, if you can 1.5 space your story or even read it in single space to make less page turns, that’s better. But stay within your comfort level.

6. Do your best to get into a space that won’t echo sound or add interference. Try to shoot for a quiet place with soft sides. Closets sometimes work really well because the clothes dampen the reverb. Rooms with rugs are also good. Generally speaking, the smaller the room, the better. Avoid fans, air-conditioners, etc.
